
                     WONERSH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday, 8
th
 March 2007 at the 

Sports Pavilion, Wonersh at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT. 

Mr R Bawden   Chairman 

Mr M.Harding   Vice Chairman 

Mrs Howard   Vice Chairman 

Mrs L Healy 

Mr P Betlem 

Mr A Shareef 

Mr N Morris 

 

Also present were Ms Geraldine Moloney, WBC Planning Department, Mr A Golden, 

Surrey Advertiser  and 2  members of the public.  

 

07/037  APOLOGIES –  Mr M Band, Borough Councillor, Councillors B StJohn and 

P.Neve and PCSO M Barker sent their apologies. 

 

07/038 CODE OF CONDUCT  -  Mrs Howard declared an interest in item 10 as the 

Parish Council representative of SCAPTC   

 

07/039 MATTERS RAISED BY ELECTORS – the meeting was adjourned by the 

Chairman in order to open the floor to the public. 

An elector drew the Council’s attention to the fact that the footpath leading 

from Barnett Lane to Barnett Hill Conference Centre still had not been 

cleared. Clerk stated that she had reported the need for clearing. 

ACTION – Clerk to report to Paul Redman again. 

 

Councillor Betlem reported that the Police have stated that they are no longer 

going to fund PCPGs 

 

The Chairman closed the open part of the meeting.  

 

07/040 CONSERVATION AREAS – presentation by Ms G Moloney, Waverley 

Borough Council 

 Ms Moloney said she would supply the Clerk with a copy of her talk on 

Conservation Areas as there is information that may be of future use. 

 The talk included information such as: 

 The concept of Conservation Areas was started 40 years ago under the Civic 

Amenities Act 1967. Under the Planning and Listed Buildings Act 1990, every 

local authority shall, from time to time, assess their area and there will be a 

policy about this in the new Core Strategy. 

 Waverley are currently carrying out a series of appraisals.  When designating 

Conservation areas, factors such as special historic or architectural interest, 

land use, new development, transportation, trees, hedges, heritage features are 

taken into account. 

There are 45 Conservation Areas in Waverley – the Conservation Area in 

Wonersh being formed in 1983 and in 1973 in Shamley Green and 



Blackheath. There is a fund in Waverley to actively enhance existing 

Conservation Areas and there may be projects in Wonersh that could be 

undertaken. 

The Parish Council needs to be aware of its heritage features. 

Any extension of a Conservation Area needs to be part of a comprehensive 

appraisal. As Wonersh has completed its Village Design Statement, it may be 

worth writing to Waverley and asking if our appraisal could be carried out 

next. 

The Chairman asked if any non-councillors wanted to ask questions. An 

elector asked if Conservation areas can be accessed on the Waverley web-site 

but this is not possible at the moment. Another elector asked how much the 

department that deals with conservation is consulted in approving new 

developments. Ms Moloney says she is consulted 

The Chairman thanked Ms Moloney for her interesting talk 

 

07/041 MINUTES  - the Minutes of the meeting held on 8
th
 February 2007 were 

approved unanimously and signed as a correct record.  

 

07/042 MATTERS ARISING –   

 06/106 – Rospa Playground recommendations – the Clerk reported that 

Waverley is unable to provide a solution to the mole problem at the 

playground and can only  suggest that the Parish Council reports them to the 

Health and Safety Executive who may then force them to take action. 

 ACTION – the Clerk will monitor the situation 

 

 07/030 – Fly-tipping in Norley Lane, Shamley Green – Clerk reported that she 

has been made aware as to the possible ownership of this land and will write 

to the person concerned.  She has also been told that it has not been used as a 

donkey sanctuary for at least 10 years. 

 ACTION  -Clerk to write to possible owner 

 

 06/139 – Wooden posts along Wonersh Common Road – Councillor Howard 

queried the letter from Mrs Howard regarding the installation of two small 

wooden posts in Wonersh Common Road. The Clerk clarified the situation. 

 

07/043 APPROVAL OF COMMENTS MADE BY WARD PLANNING SUB-

COMMITTEES ON CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS- the 

comments to the Planning Dept regarding these applications were approved 

unanimously. 

 07/0060 – 12, New Road, Wonersh 

 07/0168 – 2, Dawsons Cottages, Lordshill Common, Shamley Green 

 07/0187 – 2, Sweetwater lane, Shamley Green 

 07/0230 – 1, The Drive, Wonersh 

  

07/044 FINANCE – APPROVAL OF CURRENT LISTS OF RECEIPTS AND 

PAYMENTS - the Council resolved that Receipt Vouchers Nos C37-C40 and 

Payment Vouchers 07/12-07/17 be approved. An updated budget sheet had 

already been  circulated.  

  

 Approval of the vire of funds from one budget heading to another 



The Clerk pointed out 2 items in the budget sheet which required changing: 

Commons Maintenance to be increased to £3077 

Gerald’s Wood to be decreased to £4067 

The Clerk presented the items from the budget to be vired from one budget 

heading to another as follows: 

 £100 from Clerk’s expenses to Publicity 

 £450 from Stationery to General Maintenance 

 £500 from Playground Maintenance to Commons Maintenance 

 £250 from Accounts Administration to Grass cutting 

£300 from Training to Gerald’s Wood. 

She also suggested earmarking sums that were not spent this year: 

£1100 for allotments  

£500 for Shamley Green pond 

£500 for Shamley Green Traffic Calming Project 

 

DECISION – Mr Harding proposed that all the recommendations above be 

accepted.  Mrs Howard seconded and the Council approved unanimously. 

 

To discuss and approve travel expenditure for Councillor N Morris with 

respect to the Quiet Lanes Initiative –  

DECISION – Mr Betlem proposed that travel expenditure with a ceiling of 

£200 be approved for Councillor Morris to carry out his task with regard to the 

Quiet Lane Initiative. This was seconded by Mr Harding and approved 

unanimously  

 

To discuss and approve payment of £700 for a new roof on the bus shelter 

now sited in Blackheath Lane, Wonersh. – the Clerk reported the quote for this 

work 

DECISION – Mrs Healy proposed that £700 be allocated to repairs on the bus 

shelter. This was seconded by Mrs Howard and approved unanimously 

ACTION – Clerk to inform contractor. 

Clerk to report bad state of repair of Shamley Green bus shelter to engineers 

 

 To discuss and approve the increase of the rent paid by the Parish Council on 

the allotments from £200 to £220. 

 Clerk corrected this increase which is actually from £220 to £240 

 DECISION – Mr Betlem proposed the increase be approved.  This was 

seconded by Mr Shareef and unanimously approved. 

 

  

07/045 TO APPROVE THE AGREED EXPENDITURE FOR POSTS IN 

WONERSH COMMON ROAD IN THIS FINANCIAL YEAR INSTEAD 

OF 2007/2008 – the Clerk explained that there was enough in this year’s 

budget to bring this expenditure forward 

 DECISION – Mrs Howard proposed that the expenditure on the posts on 

Wonersh Common Road be brought forward to this year.  This was seconded 

by Mr Betlem and approved unanimously.  

 ACTION – Clerk to instruct contractor to carry out the work. 

 



07/046 TO APPROVE THE PARISH COUNCIL’S CONTINUING 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SURREY COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF 

TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS – Mrs Howard gave a short explanation 

of the attempts the organisation has made to provide a better service to those 

in Surrey. Councillors felt that SCAPTC does provide useful advise and it is 

particularly helpful to have their legal advice. 

 DECISION – It was suggested that a subscription of up to £1000 be 

approved.  This was proposed by Mr Morris, seconded by Mr Harding and 

unanimously approved.  

 ACTION – Clerk to renew membership. 

 

07/047 REVIEW OF THE FREQUENCY OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

AND PROCEDURES FOR PLANNING MEETINGS –  

Parish meetings - the general feeling of councillors was that  monthly meetings 

make it easier to get through council business, that they made the Council 

more efficient, and that a monthly rota is less confusing for the public. 

 DECISION – a proposal was made by Mr Betlem that the Parish Council 

meetings continue to be held monthly. This was seconded by Mr Shareef and 

approved unanimously. 

 Planning Committee meetings – it was felt essential that these meetings 

continued in a public forum.  They were felt by councillors to be beneficial 

because they generate a good dialogue and councillors are aware of planning 

issues in all three villages.  

 DECISION – the timing of the meetings should be different to allow for more 

councillors to attend, so it was decided to start the meetings at 8.45am.  This 

would also make it easier for electors to attend before work. 

 Planning application reference numbers to be circulated to all councillors 

weekly so they can view the plans on the Waverley web-site and hard copy of  

plans to be circulated to the councillors in their respective Wards plus all plans 

to go to Mr Harding. If a planning application appears to be particularly 

controversial, then the hard copy should be circulated to all councillors. 

 ACTION – planning meetings to start at 8.45am. 

Clerk to inform all councillors of planning applications weekly by e-mail 

 Hard copy of all plans to go to Mr Harding 

 Hard copy of plans to go to councillors in their respective Wards  

 

07/048 HOUSING ENLARGEMENT STOCK – Mr Shareef drew the Council’s 

attention to a resolution from Shamley Green Village Society, which had 

already been circulated, regarding their concerns about the enlargement of 

smaller houses, the need to maintain a mix of housing in the village and asking 

that the Borough clarified its planning policies in order to maintain this 

balanced mix. They had requested that this policy clarification be added as an 

appendix to Local Policy Plan RD1. This had already been identified as an 

issue in the Village Design Statement. 

 DECISION  - councillors felt that the Parish Council should also draw this 

matter to the attention of Waverley Borough Council. Mrs Howard proposed 

that the Parish Council supports the SG Village Society’s resolution – this was 

seconded by  Mr Morris and approved unanimously. 

 The matter would be minuted for now and discussed further at the next 

meeting 



 ACTION – Clerk to put on next agenda. 

 

07/049 VOLUNTARY LIAISON OFFICER – to discuss and decide this matter 

following the presentation by Mr Napthine at the Parish Council meeting 

on 08.02.07  - the councillors felt that they would not be able to proceed with 

this project for three reasons – the difficulty of finding a volunteer, the number 

of other on-going projects and the possible overlapping with the new web-site. 

 DECISION – the Council agreed that they would not proceed with this 

project   

ACTION – the Clerk to write to Mr Napthine and thank him but decline the 

project. 

 

07/050 SIGNAGE AT GERALDS WOOD – Mrs Healy reported that there had been 

a complaint from a neighbour of Gerald’s Wood that more people were now 

accessing the wood and, in doing so, were trespassing on their land 

 DECISION – Mrs Healy proposed that the sign is reinstated at the bottom of 

the path at Gerald’s Wood. This was seconded by Mr Morris and approved 

unanimously 

 ACTION – Mrs Howard to look for the sign which she may have stored. 

Clerk then to arrange for its reinstatement 

 

 

07/051 FIVE PARISHES MEETING – to discuss and agree whether to proceed 

with this meeting – there has not been a meeting of this group for well over a 

year.  Mrs Howard said she thought Wonersh had agreed to host the next 

meeting and she would favour a less formal meeting with the opportunity for 

cross boundary communication. Mrs Healy and Mr Harding agreed they 

would like a meeting. Mr Morris was not sure there was much enthusiasm 

from the other parish councils and felt cross boundary action may curtail what 

Wonersh could achieve and that the Council’s energy could be used in 

alternative ways. Mr Shareef agreed with this point of view. Some councillors 

felt cluster meetings within Waverley should have priority. 

 DECISION  - It was agreed that soundings should be taken from the other 

parish councils. 

 ACTION – Mrs Howard to enquire of other PCs and to draw up a plan if they 

wish to proceed.. 

 

07/052 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES 
 

a) Gerald’s Wood -  this has been cleared at the top and Merrist Wood are 

starting replanting 

 

b) Parish web-site – the initial draft of the text for the three villages has been 

completed and there is a meeting with the web designer on 21.03.07 

 

07/053REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

a)Parish Plan – Mr Morris reported  that an e-mail network was being drawn 

up in Blackheath and this may be used to give parish council information. 

DECISION  - there is a need to collate a joint document. 



 

b) Village Design Statement – this is now part of planning guidance and a 

colour-printed version will be available to all residents within a few weeks 

 

07/054 CORRESPONDENCE  - The Clerk reported: 

 

 A letter from Mrs Howard of Grasmere, Wonersh Common Road asking 

which councillor had reported the installation of small wooden posts outside 

her property.  The Clerk had responded appropriately. 

 

 An e-mail from Jane Bowden, Head of Countryside services, WBC saying the 

remainder of the hedgeat Lordshill playground will be cut when the grass has 

dried out a little. 

 

 A letter from NALC saying the Local Government and Public Involvement in 

health Bill has affected the plans for reviewing the Quality Town and Parish 

Council scheme. In future an 80% electoral mandate will apply at first and 

subsequent accreditations instead of the current 100% 

 

 A  letter from the West Area Passenger Transport Forum giving details of the 

next meeting on 16
th
 March.  Mr Betlem feels he can no longer represent the 

Council in this forum. 

 DECISION – no-one else on the Council feels able to fill this role at the 

present time 

 

07/055 ANY OTHER BUSINESS –  Mrs Howard drew  the Council’s attention to 

her report on the SCAPTC meeting for future councillors 

 

07/056 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 Parish Council meetings: 12

th
 April 2007 

Annual Assembly: 26
th
 April 2007 

  

 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm 

 

 

Signed------------------------------------   Dated------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


